Using technology in the classroom at RSC

Year 7’s: 
· Used Roland RC-300 looping station to introduce Riders on the Storm by The Doors to year 7 students via short arrangement of the song, sung and recorded in 3 layers, rhythm, harmony and melody. Students performed body percussion and sang the rest of the melody. 
· Used Sibelius to create resources for guitar lessons, including arrangements adding fingering, strumming and simplifying rhythms for performance. 

Year 9’s: 
· Used Logic audio speaker in class, setting it up by attaching my headphone jack from the speaker to my laptop. 
· With permission, I used my iPhone to video record the class performing their jazz improvisations over the 12 bar blues and then projected the video for students to review their performance in class using an iPhone – VGA adapter. The students enjoyed it and were able to develop their improvisations and timings. 
· Used iBooks to teach the class via iBook resources on jazz, including video and audio excerpts of improvisations and 12 bar blues. 
· Used Prezi to introduce the topic jazz music to the year 9’s. Students were taught the key features of jazz, including history (How Jazz was Born by Danny Kaye) musical analysis and listening exercises. 
· Used Roland RC-300 Looping station to introduce improvisation to year 9 students via short arrangement being repeated using 3 layers, rhythm, harmony and melody. 
· Used Sibelius to create resources for jazz lessons, including arrangements for 12 bar blues to be performed as a class and for students to analyse material. 

Year 11/12’s: 
· Used Logic Pro X for students in year 11 to demonstrate 2 examples of film music I composed.  The lesson focused on listening and compositional ideas for their own compositions. 
· Used my Roland TD-R electronic drum kit in class to demonstrate a variety of tone colours that can be produced from just one drum machine that is typical of popular songs heard in listening examinations and songs alike for aural analysis.
· Used GarageBand to edit and prepare with breaks, audio excerpts for the year 9 students’ aural exam questions.
· Used iBooks to teach the class via iBook resources for Nigel Westlake, including video and audio excerpts of his work and listening activities completed as a class. 
· Created websites for the class using Wix.com and shared previous websites with students as resources for their topic. 
· Used TurboScan app to scan Scores and save as PDF on my laptop, then used Preview on my macbook pro to display the PDF’s and edit them live in class, circling chords, dynamics, articulations and compositional features of Nigel’s work. 

Support Learning Class: 
Used iPhone to plug into the Logic Speaker for students to hear and sing along with their piece after learning it on the ukulele. 

Overall: 
Used Microsoft Word to create lesson plans and examinations for topic tests. 
Accessed the Internet wirelessly via iPhone Personal Hotspot. 
Used Keepvid.com to save videos from YouTube to be utilised in class. 
Used Sibelius to create written examination questions and resources for each year.  


Summary of class topics and focus pieces at RSC

Year 7’s: 
Instruments: Guitar – fingerpicking and strumming 
Focus works: Riders on the Storm – The Doors, Ode to Joy – L. Van Beethoven, Am I Wrong – Nico and Vinz, Drunken Sailor – Traditional Folk Tune. 

Year 9’s: 
Jazz music: C Jam Blues – Duke Ellington focus activities. 
Resource handout PDF
Oh When the Saints – Louis Armstrong
(Bessie Smith – Shaw), 
Herbie Hancock and Chick Corea performing in the Opera House. (PDF Printed)
Methods of improvisation including dominant seventh chords, composing a melody in 12 bar blues form. 

Sarizati – Savuinagizen. 

Year 11/12’s: 
Australian Music: Nigel Westlake – Missa Solis - Requiem for Eli, Matthew Hindson – Speed, James Morrison – Scream Machine, Sandy Evans, Vance Joy – Riptide. 
Film Music: Solar Max – Missa Solis - Nigel Westlake. 
Analysis of set works, group work research tasks on chosen composer. 
Aural analysis of chosen works through musical concepts, discussions in class and sharing students’ work to discuss. 
Intervals activities and class discussion. 

Support Learning Class: 
· Taught the support learning class body percussion via orff pedagogy with mirroring of actions and used percussion instruments with students reading a rhythm grid notated on the board. 
· Team-taught support learning class the ukulele, drawing the fretboard and chord diagrams largely on the board with finger placements and numbers, simplifying the chords for them to play. 
· Played the piano for students to sing along after learning the song on ukulele.
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